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KIPP SPARK Academy
KIPP New Jersey’s fi rst elementary school prepares students to and 
through college from the day they start kindergarten.

ABOUT KIPP SPARK ACADEMY

ABOUT KIPP NEW JERSEY

Located in Newark’s central ward, SPARK Academy was founded in 2009 with 100 
kindergartners. Since then, SPARK has grown to a fully-sized K-4th grade school. 
Upon completion of elementary school, SPARK fourth graders go on to TEAM 
Academy, the network’s fi rst founding middle school.

KIPP New Jersey’s schools are part of the nationally recognized “Knowledge Is 
Power Program” network of free, open-enrollment, college-preparatory public 
schools dedicated to preparing students in under-served communities for success 
in college and in life. We opened our doors in 2002 and will continue to grow to 
reach 15 schools in Newark and Camden. By off ering outstanding educators, more 
time in school learning and a culture focused on achievement, 95% of our high 
school seniors have matriculated to college proving that demographics don’t defi ne 
destiny.

KIPP SPARK ACADEMY
230 Halsey Street
Newark, NJ 07102

973-481-0327

WEBSITE:
www.kippnj.org/schools/spark-academy
SCHOOL LEADER: 
Carrie Jolley
OPENED: 
2009
SCHOOL HOURS: 
7:30 AM – 4:30 PM (M, TU, TH, F)
7:30 AM - 1:30 PM (W)
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IMPACT 

ABOUT CARRIE JOLLEY, SCHOOL LEADER

progress reporting results that matter

SPARK fourth graders have performed 
in the 70th percentile in math and the 
61st percentile in reading in the nation, 
much higher than fifth graders who 
enter our schools from other schools, 
who typically start around the 25th 

percentile in math and reading.

Students are tested throughout the 
year to make sure they are learning, 
so we don’t just rely on state tests to 
know if they are on track. Teachers 
have custom-built dashboards to make 
this data actionable on a daily and 
weekly basis. We collect hundreds of 

VALUES

WHAT MAKES SPARK ACADEMY UNIQUE?

SPARKsters learn early and often to 
leave a place better than they found it, 
and that applies to Newark as much 
as the hallway in their school. Through 
service learning projects and character 
education, they learn to be the change 
in our city.

Parents have teachers’ cell phone 
numbers to ask questions, attend 
Saturday schools for kindergarteners, 
and participate in family focused 
events throughout the year. There’s 
also a family association of parent 
volunteers committed to strengthening 
the partnership between scholars, the 
school, and the community.

From day one, students are on a path 
to college. Classrooms at SPARK are 
named after colleges, grade levels are 
named after the year kids go to college, 
and students visit and learn about 
colleges throughout the year.

we are newark, new jersey team and family to and through college

Carrie Jolley was born and raised  in central New Jersey and attended the University of Southern California where she studied 
Political Science. She taught 1st grade at Harriet Tubman Elementary School in Newark for three years. She then worked for 
Teach For America New York City as a Program Director and supervisor of early elementary school teachers. Ms. Jolley has 
been with SPARK since 2009, and was a lead Kindergarten teacher during SPARK’s founding year, the Dean of Instruction and 
Assistant Principal before becoming the principal! In 2011, Ms. Jolley received the “Fun” award from KIPP New Jersey for her 
unending joy and positive attitude. 
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data points on each of our students 
throughout the year, and send them to 
parents weekly to keep them informed 
of their students’ progress. Twice a year, 
we use the nationally-normed MAP test 
to measure our progress against the 
nation.


