
7+93+Q87+6+7+Q

KIPP THRIVE Academy
Our network’s second elementary school prepares scholars for college 
from the first day of kindergarten.

ABOUT KIPP THRIVE ACADEMY
KIPP THRIVE Academy was founded as our second Newark elementary school. It 
moved back to the central ward in 2015 to its permanent campus, the 18th Avenue 
building. Their new campus give THRIVERs access to two gyms, a playground, and 
beautiful, newly renovated classrooms. 

ABOUT KIPP NEW JERSEY
KIPP New Jersey’s schools are part of the nationally recognized “Knowledge Is 
Power Program” network of free, open-enrollment, college-preparatory public 
schools dedicated to preparing students in under-served communities for success 
in college and in life. We opened our doors in 2002 and will continue to grow  
to reach 15 schools in Newark and Camden. By offering outstanding educators, 
more time in school learning and a culture focused on achievement, 92% of our 
high school seniors have matriculated to college proving that demographics don’t 
define destiny.

KIPP THRIVE ACADEMY
229 18th Avenue
Newark, NJ 07108

973-273-7272

WEBSITE: 
www.kippnj.org/schools/thrive-academy

SCHOOL LEADER: 
Lindsay Schambach

OPENED: 
2012

HOURS: 
7:30AM-4:30PM (M, Tu, Th, F)
7:30AM-1:30PM (W)

qualify 
for sped 
services

87% african 
american,  
6% latino

eligible for free  
or reduced-price 

lunch

440 K-3 7%87%

students served grades
89+11+Q89%



ABOUT LINDSAY SCHAMBACH, SCHOOL LEADER
Lindsay Schambach joined the staff of KIPP New Jersey after teaching with the Newark Public School District for six years 
starting as a Teach for America corps member at Martin Luther King Jr. School. In her time with NPS, she served in various 
roles ranging from Co-Chair of the School Leadership Committee, Co-Chair of the Positive Behavior Support Team, and Chair of 
the Professional Development Team. Ms. Schambach received her undergraduate degree in Psychology from Loyola University 
and while teaching, earned her Masters in Public Administration with a focus in Urban Educational Leadership from Rutgers 
University; Newark. Ms. Schambach founded KIPP THRIVE Academy in 2012 and is thrilled to be leading the school into its 
fourth year in its permanent home at 18th Avenue.

WHAT MAKES KIPP THRIVE ACADEMY UNIQUE?
arts education
Exposing students to the arts can have 
a big impact on their development, 
confidence, concentration and 
teamwork. Our students take 
performing arts, dance, and music 
classes twice a week. Just a few ways 
we try to help them become creative, 
well-rounded individuals.

an old building, reimagined
KIPP THRIVE Academy finally moved 
to its forever home, at the historic 18th 
Avenue building. The school building 
was recently renovated to be a state-of-
the-art educational campus. Students 
have two gyms they share, a playground 
and beautiful, spacious classrooms.

science and technology 
from kindergarten
Even in the first months of kindergarten, 
we give students access to great 
technology, including a 1:2 computer  
to student ratio, and build it into our 
every day. They also learn science and 
inquiry skills to understand the world 
around them.

IMPACT 
progress reporting
Students are tested throughout the 
year to make sure they are learning, 
so we don’t just rely on state tests to 
know if they are on track. Teachers 
have custom-built dashboards to make 
this data actionable on a daily and 
weekly basis. We collect hundreds of 
data points on each of our students 

the fall and spring to measure their 
progress on a nationally-normed scale. 
Our elementary students typically finish 
elementary school around the 70th 
percentile in math nationally and the 
60th percentile in reading, after starting 
closer to the 25th percentile. They start 
fifth grade well ahead of other fifth 
graders in Newark.

throughout the year, and send them to 
parents weekly to keep them informed 
of their students’ progress. Twice a year, 
we use the nationally-normed MAP 
test to measure our progress against  
the nation.

results
Our students take the MAP test in 

VALUES

Think and Inquire Honor yourself 
and others

Reach for 
Excellence

Imagine and 
innovate

Voice your truth Engage with the 
world


