KIPP:

Keeping Kids Safe with Appropriate Boundaries

KIPP’s first priority is to ensure the well-being, safety, and protection of each of its students as well as the
adults who work and volunteer at the school. Healthy, supportive relationships are a pillar of the KIPP
community.

Students and Families should be aware that the following practices are followed at KIPP:

Staff must ensure that if spending any time outside of school with KIPP students, that it is school
sanctioned, permission is granted by the student’s parent/guardian and other adults are present. In
general, staff should not “hang out” with students outside of school or spend an inordinate amount of time
“hanging out” with students even inside the school for any non-school sanctioned purpose in order to
ensure healthy boundaries are being kept.

Staff shall not direct or encourage a student to keep a secret from or not share information with
his/her/their parent/caregiver or other adults

Staff not be alone with a KIPP student in a non-observable setting.

Staff shall not discipline students in any physical manner.

Staff shall not have extended physical contact with a student or recent alumni. Any contact should be
limited to a supportive or congratulatory quick hug, arm squeeze, or pat on the back and should always
be student initiated.

Staff shall not converse with a KIPP student or recent alumni about the student’s sexual or romantic life.
Staff shall not make sexual jokes, comments or engage in any conversation that has a sexual innuendo,
or contains sexual stories.

Unless it is an emergency, and if at all possible, staff should wait to speak to the child in school the
following day. Staff shall never speak with an elementary school or middle school child on the phone
unless they first speak to the parent/guardian and obtain consent. If necessary, a staff member may call
a high school student provided there is parental permission.

Staff shall not have students at their private residence unless it is an officially school sanctioned event
with parent/caregiver permission and multiple adults present. Exceptions are if the staff member’s own
child has an age appropriate friendship with the other students.

Staff shall only email students using official KIPP email accounts to a student’s official school account.
Staff shall only text message a student if there is a separate adult on the text thread. If a student texts an
adult then the adult shall reply with another adult on the thread.

Staff shall not use apps or websites with private messaging to communicate with students. If a student
needs to discuss a sensitive matter then it should be done at school or must involve another adult.

Staff shall not use their social media pages to “friend” a student or accept a “friend” request from a
student.

Staff shall not engage in gaming with KIPP students.

Staff shall not babysit students.

If students or families are aware of any violation of the above policy then it should be immediately reported to
the School Leader.



